
Jordan River 

Recreation Park 

Proposal



“Healthy and functioning river systems 

are appealing and attractive to residents 

and businesses, which in return create 

touristic advantages, cost-effective flood 

control, improved water quality, reduced 

infrastructure costs and increased 

property values and tax base.” -Bulent

Cengiz in Urban River Landscapes



Study Area



Full Parcel map



Jordan River Parkway

40-mile trail through the center 

of the Salt Lake Valley





Redwood Nature Area

74 acre wetland



Pioneer Crossing Park

$3.5 million in SLCO ZAP funds

Development in 2018-19



Jordan River Nature Center
operated by



















Solution?

Jordan River 

Recreation Park

A unique partnership to preserve, protect, and open up this 

area for recreation for countless Utahns



• An overlay zone 250 yards on either side of the Jordan 

River between SR-201 and 4430 South, excluding areas 

within Murray City. 

• Administered by the Jordan River Commission with 

State Parks, Salt Lake County, four cities directing.

• .



All of the one-time state appropriations 
and at least half of the ongoing 
appropriations shall be used for capital 
improvements within that zone, 
designed for increasing the safety and 
recreational attractiveness of that zone. 
These may include:

o Lighting along the Jordan River 
Parkway

o Completing the Jordan River 
Parkway along both sides of the 
river

o Building boat launches, picnic 
pavilions, benches, restrooms, or 
other amenities

o Supporting capital 
improvements for aviaries, 
nature areas, bike and boat 
rental concessionaires, or other 
partnerships that are enhancing 
recreation in this zone



Other appropriations shall be used to fund a River Ranger 
program to increase official patrols of the river corridor, 
partner with local law enforcement as needed, and assist in 
keeping the area clean and safe. 

The park committee may partner with existing ranger 
programs to achieve this (State Parks, Urban Ranger 
Program, off duty police officers, etc.)



Parcel map 1



Proposed area for recreational facilities



Proposed Area is divided into four different maps for increased detail (next slides)



Northernmost area of the proposed park





North-Middle section of the proposed park 



Parcel map 3



Parcels 3

Middle-South section of proposed park



Parcel map 4



Southernmost section of the proposed park





Appropriations Request:

$500,000 (one time) & $500,000 (ongoing)



	

Strengths	
Transportation	&	Recreation	

● Public	Transport	Access:	bus	lines	exist	at	north	and	

south	sides	of	proposed	area,	and	cut	through	at	

midway	point.	West	Valley	Trax	reaches	north	part	of	

proposed	area	with	River	Trail	Station	0.16	miles	

away	from	river.	

● Good	Parkway	Coverage:	paved	parkways	trail	exists	

on	both	sides	of	the	river	from	22
nd
	to	31

st
	streets.	

● Boat	Launches:	three	boat	launches	already	exist	

Civic,	Cultural	&	Historic	
● Schools:	Five	schools	0.5	miles	or	less	away	from	

river	

● Parks:	Seven	parks	in	immediate	vicinity	of	river	in	

proposed	area.	

● Cultural	Attractions:	Cultural	Celebration	Center	and	

a	Utah	Historic	Trail	with	proposed	area.	
Environmental	

● Natural	Riparian	Corridor	with	Wetlands:	this	area	

hosts	migratory	bird	habitats.	

● Restored	Wetlands:	Salt	Lake	County	has	begun	to	

restore	wetland	areas	

● Tracy	Aviary	

Weaknesses	
Transportation	&	Recreation	

● Parkway	Not	Comprehensive:	no	paved	trail	only	on	

east	side	of	river	south	of	31
st
	street	

● Limited	Recreation	Vendors:	No	bike	or	boat	rental	

places	within	close	proximity	of	park	

Civic,	Cultural	&	Historic	

● Homeless	Activity:	existing	camps	and	illicit	activities.	
Environmental	

● Small	Ecological	River	Buffer:	in	some	places	built	
development	is	within	50	feet	of	river.	

● Channelized	River:	northern	park	of	river	within	

proposed	park	boundaries	is	federal	land	and	the	river	

has	been	channelized	with	concrete	and	no	vegetation	

may	be	grown	in	this	area.	

	

Opportunities	
Transportation	&	Recreation	

● Continued	Parkway:	paved	parkway	could	extend	on	

west	side	of	River	between	33rd	S	&	45th	S	

continuing	the	parkway	on	the	West	side	and	

creating	exercise	loops.	

● Rentals	&	Retail:	commercial	center	near	33rd	S	

could	have	bike	rental	retail.	

● Improved	Boat	Access:	additional	boat	dock	could	be	
added	near	existing	parking		by	S	11th	W.	

Civic,	Cultural	&	Historic	
● Outdoor	Education:	potential	to	coordinate	outdoor	

learning	activities	along	the	proposed	area	and	build	

amenities	to	facilitate	this	activity	

● Additional	Signage:	signs	indicating	cultural	and	

historic	assets	could	be	added	to	parkway	trail.	

● Urban	Park	Rangers:	can	be	utilized	to	provide	park	

patrol	support.	

● Lighting:	can	be	added	in	a	dark	sky-friendly	way	to	

promote	recreation	and	commuter	use	on	the	

parkway	in	the	evenings	and	at	night.	

● Restrooms	&	Trashcans:	can	be	added	to	area	to	

provide	additional	amenities	and	keep	park	orderly.	

Environmental	

· Additional	Signage:	can	be	added	to	help	explain	
different	natural	ecosystems	within	the	park	and	any	
natural	water	treatment	areas.	

Threats	

	
Civic,	Cultural	&	Historic	

● Homeless	Shelter:	new	homeless	within	proposed	
boundaries	could	increase	illegal	activities	in	the	area.	

Environmental	
● Increased	Activity:	the	more	amenities	there	are,	the	

more	likely	environmental	resources	and	areas	will	be	
stressed	by	increased	people	in	the	are.	

● Lawn	Care:	if	new	parks	are	added	with	new	lawns,	
there	could	be	negative	effects	to	the	environment	
from	clearing	or	grass	fertilizer	runoff.	

● Lighting:	poorly	designed	lights	could	cause	light	
pollution	or	disturb	nocturnal	animal	habitats.	

● Increased	Imperviousness:	additional	paved	parkway	
could	destroy	natural	habitats	or	cause	additional	

stormwater	runoff.	

	

SWOT Analysis for Proposed Jordan River Recreation Park

Questions?


